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Terry was baptized at the age of 13 in 1958. As a teenager he preached monthly for two rural
congregations. He was married in 1965 to Mary Herbst. They have two grown children, Shelley (married
with four sons) and Brett (still single). Terry graduated in 1967 from Southern lllinois University at
Carbondale with a bachelor’s degree in education and also has post graduate work in phusics. He taught
mathematics and physics in public schools in St. Louis County from 1967 to 1977. During that time he
became a deacon at the Lemay church of Christ in St. Louis County, working with evangelism and youth.
He was hired in 1975 to work more in depth with the youth and evangelism. In 1977 he was hired to work
full time with the church and began full time preaching there in 1979. In 1997 began working with the
Collinsville church of Christ in Collinsville, lllinois where he now preaches. In 1999 he was appointed as
an elder of the congregation there. Terry has preached in youth rallies and gospel meetings in lllinois,
Michigan, Missouri, Virginia, and West Virginia. He has preached in and directed crusades to Jamaica,
West Indies. He has also preached and participated in work in Murmansk, Russia, the largest city in the
world above the Arctic Circle and has taught in the Murmansk Bible College.

Fanciful have been the ideas regarding the mark of the beast of Revelation 13:16-18. Imaginations
have run wild for centuries, and written commentaries go back atleast as far as the third century. One
of the more popular theories presently is that of the premillenialists. They teach that there will be a
seven year period of tribulation prior to the establishment of a one thousand year reign in which our
Lord will reign in Jerusalem over a physical kingdom on earth. According to these theories, about
midway through that period of tribulation, the “beast” of Revelation thirteen will require all men and
women to bow down before his image and worship him. Those who do so will receive a “mark” on
their right hands and on their foreheads. That mark will be necessary for commerce, buying and
selling. Those without the mark whichindicates thatone has yielded and worshiped the beast will not
be allowed to buy or sell. The beast, they say, is the “Anti-Christ.” The mark will be his symbol.

The ideas regarding this “mark” have been many. Some have said the mark willbe invisibly imprinted
uponthe body. Others have said thatit will be a physical, visible mark. In years past some thought this
mark would be branded uponone, or it could be a physical tattoo. Others have connected itto social
security numbers or the European Currency Unit of a few years ago. As technology has increased
with scanners, magnetic readers, and now computers, imaginations have run wild. The mark has
been connected with credit cards, UPC bar codes and invisible laser tattoos. The most recent
conceptthathas become quite popular is that the mark will be part of an identifying number that will
be stored on a micro chip that can be embedded under the skin of the right hand and/or forehead.
Sucha chip could enable all sorts of information about an individual to be stored. It would also enable
the person to be tracked so that their whereabouts could always be known.

There are other views of the mark of the beast thatare not nearly so fanciful. All of these views come
out of the approach one takes inreading and understanding the Revelation. In addition to the above
view, three other views will be considered. Before that is done, however, it will be profitable to
consider some other matters. First, the background and context of the “mark” (Revelation 13:16-18)
will be observed. Second, there will be a search to see what the Bible specifically says about the
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“mark.” Finally, some of the explanations of the beast and his mark will be considered in view of what
is learned about the mark itself and the background and context of the mark.

Background and Context of the “Mark”

In considering the background and context of the “mark,” one must consider the background and
context of Revelation 13:16-18. Stafford North wrote of seven keys to understanding Revelation.
Several ofthose keys are directly related to the understanding of Revelation 13:16-18. One ofthose
keys is that Revelation is written in symbols (2)

In [Revelation] 1:1, John even uses a word translated “signified” or “showed by signs’ that
suggests in the text itself that the book will use “signs” or symbols. Apocalyptic writings generally
(1) use symbols or figures to express theirmeaning, (2) predict historical events, (3) use numbers
figuratively, and (4) are based onvisions...In apocalyptic writing such as Revelation...we assume
thatthe writer is speaking in symbols and figures unless the context demands thata passage be
taken literally (North 3).

Another key, according to North, is that“Revelationis written primarily about events which will ‘shortly
come to pass.” Passages such as 1:1; 1:3; 3:11; and 22:6, 7, 10, 12 and 20 are cited to show this
(3-4).

While we should not necessarily conclude that everything the book describes was to happen
immediately, reason would demand that we look for its major emphasis on events which would
happen soon and which had animmediate applicationto those who first received the message

(4).

A third key is that Revelation is of a spiritual, nota physical kingdom. John wrote that God had made
him and those to whom he wrote a kingdom of priests. Therefore, the kingdom existed already
(Revelation 1:9) and was spiritual in nature, for its citizens were priests. This is in agreement with
Jesus’ claim that His kingdom was not of this world (John 13:35) (North 12).

Also, one must consider the close context of the passage. In chapter twelve of Revelation, John saw
a dragon trying to sabotage God’s plan for man, but it could notdo so. Atthe end of the chapter, the
dragon, identified as the Devil and Satan (12:9), is making war with those who keep the
commandments of God and hold the testimony of Jesus (12:17). In chapter thirteen, Johnsawa beast
coming out of the sea which was given the authority of the dragon and was worshiped. The beast
blasphemed God and made war with the saints, to overcome them. John then saw another beast
coming out of the earth, existing atthe same time as the firstbeast. This beast was given the authority
to require all people to worship the first beast with the threat of death to those who would not. Those
who worshiped the beast were to receive the mark of the beast.
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What Does the Bible Say?

The term “mark” is from the Greek word, charagma, which means, according to Thayer, “a stamp,
an imprinted mark” (665). It is found at least seven times in Revelation (13:16, 17; 14:9, 11; 16:2;
19:20; and 20:4). In some manuscripts, it is also found in 15:2. What, then, is the mark? What does
the Bible say? Most of the information about the “mark” can be found in Revelation 13:15-18.

And it was given (unto him) to give breath to it, (even) to the image of the beast, that the image
of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as should not worship the image ofthe
beast should be killed. 16 And he causeth all, the small and the great, and the richand the poor,
and the free and the bond, that there be given them a mark on their right hand, or upon their
forehead; 17 and that no man should be able to buy or to sell, save he thathath the mark, (even)
the name of the beast or the number of his name. 18 Here is wisdom. He that hath understanding,
let him count the number of the beast; for it is the number of a man: and his number is Six
hundred and sixty and six (Revelation 13:15-18 - ASV)

The mark would be received onthe right hand or uponthe forehead (v. 16). This does notmeanthere
would be an actual, physical mark imprinted or stamped upon one’s right hand or forehead. As
already mentioned, Revelation is highly figurative, written in signs or symbols. The context is written
in symbols, speaking of the dragon and two beasts. The description of the first beast is unlike any
actual beastknown to man. There is nothing, therefore, to indicate a literal mark thatwould be placed
upon one’s right hand or forehead. Jackson said that allusion to the right hand may signify one
extending the “right hand of fellowship” to error, indicating the participation of the marked person in
the beast’s teaching and practices. He goes on to say that receiving the mark on the forehead
suggests an identifying sign, such as those identified with the names of God and Christ written on
their foreheads (Revelation 14:1) (48-49). Kachelman stated that the right hand and forehead
symbolized the acting and thinking capabilities of man, referring to the deeds and thoughtsidentifying
one as a willing follower of the dragon. He went on to say, “There is no room for the fantasies of
modern error which try to make 666 a visible mark” (76). Any view of the mark which demands a
literalmark placed uponthe forehead and/or right hand is highly speculative and not consistent with
the context of Revelation thirteen.

John tells us thatthose who did notreceive the mark would notbe able to buy or sell (v. 17), indicating
some sort of economic persecution. He goes on to say the mark is the name of the beast, the first
beast, or the number of his name (v. 17). Thatnumberis “666” and is the number ofa man (v. 18). In
order for one to understand, one must count the number (v. 18). According to Thayer, the Greek word
translated “count” means “to count with pebbles, to compute, calculate, reckon” (676). Luke used the
word to indicate counting or calculating the cost of building a tower (Luke 14:28). The implication is
that the mark, or the name, is determined by counting the numbers. Vincent wrote of this process,
“The method of reading generally adopted is that known as the ‘Ghematria’ of the Rabbins, or in
Greek, [isopseefia] ‘numerical equality,” which assigns each letter of a name its usual numerical
value, and gives the sum of such numbers as the equivalent of the name” (625). Therefore, the name
was in code which would be difficult to decode without wisdom or insight. Since the things of
Revelation were to come to pass shortly, this name was possibly coded so the Romans would not
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readily determine what John was writing of, but the understanding Christian would determine the
meaning. According to Revelation 14:9-11, those who worship the beast would receive the mark. In
Revelation 16:2 one learns that God’s wrath would be poured out uponthem. This indicates thatthey
were involved in some sort of false religion. Those who refused to worship the beast, those who were
faithful to God, did not receive the mark (Revelation 19:20; Revelation 20:4). The mark, therefore,
must have something to do with the man who was calculated to be “666.”

What Is the Mark of the Beast?

To determine the mark of the beast is to determine the name of the beast itself. For John wrote that
the mark of the beast is his name or the number of his name, which is 666 (Revelation 13:17).
Therefore, consideration will be given to possible explanations of the beast.

A very popular viewtoday is that of the premillennialists, whichwas described above at the beginning
of this lesson. There are several problems with this view. For one thing, the premillennial view of the
kingdom is that of a physical kihngdom that Jesus will establish in Jerusalem when He returns.
However, as has been demonstrated, Jesus has already established a spiritual kingdom, whichwas
His intended purpose. Second, it has been demonstrated that the things John wrote about in
Revelation were to “shortly come to pass.” He was primarily describing events that would take place
in the near future, events that would immediately apply to those to whom John wrote. Third, the
premillennial view of the “Anti-Christ” is not a Biblical view. The only New Testament writer that
mentions specifically the antichrist is John. He uses the term four times. He indicated that already,
as he wrote, many antichrists had arisen (1 John 2:18). He even defined the antichrist as one who
denied the Father and the Son (1 John 2:22), would not confess Jesus was of God (1 John 4:3), and
was a deceiver who would not confess that Jesus Christ had come in the flesh (2 John 7). Those who
read into other passages of the Bible their “Anti-Christ” are doing so without true evidence. They do
so by their own bias. Such a view of the beast and his mark cannot be correct. It is based upon an
incorrect view of the kingdom, and incorrect view of when the events of Revelation would take place,
and an incorrect view of the antichrist.

Another view of the mark of the beast arises primarily out of the approach that Revelation is to be
viewed as suggesting philosophical principles or truths that apply for all time and is not predicting
specific events or persons. The argument is that the Revelation was written with general principles
for Christians for all time and should not be viewed merely through the eyes of the early Christian. In
this view, the number “666” does not symbolize a particular man, but man in general. The reasoning
is that“7” symbolizes perfectionor the divine. The number “6” is one less than seven, symbolizing less
than perfection, thus man or humanity. The triple six indicates ultimate or complete failure, repeated
failure. With this in mind, the number “666” represents any evil power during any period of time that
would bring great persecution against the church.

It is correct that the general theme of the book is one of comfort for Christians, for the Christians of
the period and Christians of all ages who come under persecution. Thattheme is that God, His plan,
and His people will overcome the evilforces of Satanand prevail. Such a theme does give hope and
comfort to all Christians. Yet, if that were the primary thrust of the book without a specific message

Then Cometh The End — 21% Annual Mid-West Lectures Page 4

©2003 — This material may be freely distributed as long as it remains unchanged and proper credit is given for source. It is
not be be sold. For information contact the 39" Street church of Christ, 15331 East 39" Street, Independence, MO 64055.



The Mark of the Beast Terry Mabery

of comfort to those early Christians living under the persecution of the Roman Empire, why was it
written in the way it was written? Why did the Holy Spirit notinspire John to write a general epistle like
Peter’s, or one of Paul’'s specific epistles? They, too, containprinciples for all ages, thoughtheywere
written to the people of their age. In fact, Peter wrote his first epistle during the persecution of Nero,
and it contained a specific message of hope for those to whom he wrote. Christians today can still
apply the principles of his message.

One must wonder about the purpose of writing the Revelation in the apocalyptic style if it were not
written for the specific benefit of those to whom it was written. It seems that such a style was
appropriate for a book of comfort and hope for Christians written in such a way as to not arouse
suspicion during a time in which Christians were already under great suspicion and persecution. It
would give them specific informationfor theirday. twould give them strength and courage to continue
under such severe persecution. Yet, it would be non-threatening to the very ones that were being
written about. It seems, therefore, that there is a better explanation of the mark of the beast.

A third view of the mark of the beast has the number “666” representing “the ancient name, Lateinos,
a Latinking, who was reputed to be the founder of the Latin empire” (Jackson 69). The Greek letters
for the name Lateinos calculate to 666. This corresponds quite well with one of the most popular
views of the second beast, that it represents the apostate Roman Catholic church and the Roman
Papacy. It is true that the second beast represents a religious power related to a false religion. It is
also true that Roman Catholicism and the Papacy has claimed powers deceitfully and have brought
greatpersecutionagainstbelievers throughoutthe ages. This, of course, is all consistentwith the view
of Revelation thirteen.

There are, also, objections that can be risen to this view. Again, there is the objection that the
Revelation was writtenfor those early Christians and the things thereinwere to come to pass shortly.
Roman Catholicism and the papacywere severalcenturiesindeveloping. The persecutionthatcame
from this apostate religion did not develop immediately, either. Jackson argues quite well, however,
thatnot all of the Revelation was fulfilled in the first century and that prophecy whichis notfulfilled for
hundreds of years can still have relevance to the people contemporary with the prophecy (70).
Second, the mark of the beast was not the name or number of a church or group of men. The mark
ofthe beast was the name or number of a man. Neither the papacy nor the Roman Catholic Church
is a man. This does seem to be a rather weak argument, however.

A fourth view is that the “666,” that mark of the beast, refers to Nero. Using the Hebrew alphabet, the
name Nero Caesar can be calculated to “666.” Nero certainly was a great persecutor and a very
wicked man. Some have evenindicated thatthere was the beginning of emperor worship during his
reign.

One of the greatest objections to this view is the dating of the Revelation and of Nero’s life. Since
Nero died in68 A.D., the book of Revelation would have to be dated much earlier thanmany believe,
or it would be looking back to Nero rather than prophesying what was to take place in the future.
Barclay explains this problem by referring to one of the heads ofthe beast thatwas smittenunto death
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and whose death stroke was healed (Revelation 13:3). He points out that a legend grew that Nero
was not really dead, but that he had gone to Parthia and would return with armies of Parthians to
reclaim his throne (115-116). Being such a wicked man, thislegend struck greatfearinto many. Thus,
many believe that John used this legend of Nero to represent, in general, the Caesars of Rome.
Domitian (81-96) revived both the persecutionof Nero witha vengeance and brought Caesar worship
to a new height. Other emperors followed over the next two centuries that wrought great atrocities
against Christians. It has been learned that certificates were given to those who bowed in worship
to the emperor that certified one to be a worshiper. Such a certificate allowed one to buy and sell, as
is described in Revelation thirteen.

Conclusion

The first view, that the beast is the “Anti-Christ,” is based upon error and a misconception of the
kingdom. There is no evidence at all to support such a view. The second view, that the beast refers
to evil powers in general is very vague and leaves one with too many unanswered questions. Itis the
opinion of this author that both of these views should be rejected. Each of the last two views have
some credibility, yet leave some questions. Many agree that the prophecy of Daniel seven is
connected to Revelation thirteen. Certainly there are many similarities. Jackson, in fact, argues that
the little horn of Daniel seven refers to the papacy and, hence, the beast of Revelation thirteen
represents the papacy (55-63). However, to do so, leaves no explanation of the three horns thatwere
“plucked up” by the little horn (Daniel 7:8). On the other hand, the prophecy of Daniel seven certainly
has to do with the four great kingdoms of political power, the last of which is Rome. It appears that
the beast of Revelation thirteen is the same as Daniel’s fourth beast, representing the Roman
Empire. Taking into consideration the legend of Nero and the fact that Nero would have been seen
by the Christians of John’s day as the symbol of the evil Caesars in general, it seems most likely that
the last view is the most probable. Therefore, it is concluded that the “mark of the beast” has to do
with those Caesars that brought great persecution against Christianity. It looked back at Nero (64-
68), but it looked at the present situation with Domitian (81-96), and it looked to the future with other
wicked Caesars, suchas Trajan (98-117), Marcus Aurelius, and othersleading up to and ending with
the great evils of Diocletian (303-311). The idea of Caesar worship got it's beginnings during the
reign of Nero, but it became a much greater entity during the reign of Domitian, and it continued for
a little over two centuries. Many have written of the examples of Caesar worship and how certificates
were given to affirm that the individual had bowed the knee to worship the Caesar. As already
mentioned, these were used at times to bring persecution against those who refused to do so by
denying privileges to those without the official certificate. Thus, the “mark of the beast.”
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