Jesus y Su Iglesia

Se apareci6 un articulo en un boletin escrito por un predicador
de una congregacion de la Iglesia de Cristo en Little Rock, Arkansas
que negd el valor de la iglesia de Sefior, la religion cristiana y la
doctrina de los apdstoles. EIl hermano escribid, “El plan de Dios para
traer la vida y la esperanza a la gente alrededor de usted es todavia lo
mismo — un mensaje sencillo, ‘Jesis es el camino.” Nada iglesia, o
nada religiébn, ni tampoco ningin juego de creencias.” La cosa
interesante es que ese articulo no contuvo ningin versiculo de la
Biblia. ;Qué dice la Biblia? La verdad segun la palabra de Dios es que
es imposible separar a Jests de su iglesia, su religion y su doctrina.

Primero, es verdad que Jesus es el camino segun sus propias
palabras cuando ¢l dijo, “Yo soy el camino...” (Juan 14:6), pero un
aspecto de ese camino es la iglesia del Sefor, o la iglesia de Cristo.
Jesus el camino dijo, “Edificaré mi iglesia...” (Mateo 16:18) y Pablo
escribid que la iglesia de Cristo es el cuerpo de Cristo (Efesios 1:22-
23). Se puede ver la importancia de la iglesia en la mente de Jesus y la
conexion entre Jesus y la iglesia. Otra cosa es que la iglesia de Cristo,
se forma de obedientes al evangelio, fue gan6é o comprd por la sangre
preciosa de Jesus en la cruz (Hechos 20:28).

Segundo, es verdad que Jests es el camino y un aspecto de ese
camino es que la religion cristiana se fund6 por él. Jesus murid por la
unica religién verdadera, el cristianismo (Hechos 2:36). Después de
ser resucitado Jesus les mandd a los apdstoles y los cristianos que
vayan a todo el mundo para predicar el evangelio (Marcos 16:15,
Hechos 1:8). Jesus, el camino, establecié la conexién entre si mismo y
la religion cristiana.

Tercero, es verdad que Jests es el camino y un aspecto de ese
camino es la doctrina establecida por Jesus y dada a los apdstoles. Los
primeros cristianos “perseveraban en la doctrina de los apodstoles”
(Hechos 2:42). Ellos perseveraban en un juego de creencias
establecidas por Jesus y sus apostoles, y por eso se puede ver la
conexion entre Jesis y su doctrina. Judas escribio, “que contenddis
ardientemente por la fe que ha sido una vez dada a los santos” (Judas
3).

Que entendamos el valor de Jesus, su iglesia, el cristianismo y
la doctrina de los apdstoles.

-por Wayne Brewer

Jesus and His Church

There appeared an article in a bulletin written by a preacher of
a congregation of the church of Christ in Little Rock, Arkansas that
denied the value of the church of the Lord, the Christian religion and
the apostle’s doctrine. The brother wrote, “The plan of God to bring
life and hope to the people around you is still the same — a simple
message, ‘Jesus is the way.” Not any church, no any religion or a set
of beliefs.” The interesting thing is that this article did not contain one
single verse from the Bible. What does the Bible say? The truth
according to the word of God is that it is impossible to separate Jesus
from his church, his religion and his doctrine.

First, it is true that Jesus is the way according to his own words
when he said, “I am the way...” (John 14:6), but an aspect of that way
is the church of the Lord, or the church of Christ. Jesus the way said,
“I will build my church...” (Matthew 16:18) and Paul wrote that the
church of Christ is the body of Christ (Ephesians 1:22-23). The
importance of the church can be seen in the mind of Christ and the
connection between Jesus and the church. Another things is that the
church of Christ, made up of those who obeyed the gospel, were
purchased with the precious blood of Jesus on the cross (Acts 20:28).

Second, it is true that Jesus is the way and an aspect of that
way is that the Christian religion was founded by him. Jesus died for
the only true religion, Christianity (Acts 2:36). After being resurrected
Jesus sent the apostles and Christians into the whole world to preach
the gospel (Mark 16:15, Acts 1:8). Jesus, the way, established the
connection between himself and the Christian religion.

Third, it is true that Jesus is the way and an aspect of that way
is the doctrine established by Jesus and given to the apostles. The first
Christians “persevered in the apostles’ doctrine” (Acts 2:42). They
persevered in the set of beliefs established by Jesus and his apostles,
and by that one can see the connection between Jesus and his doctrine.
Jude wrote, “contend earnestly for the faith that was once for all
delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).

May we understand the value of Jesus, his church, Christianity
and the apostles’ doctrine.

- by Wayne Brewer
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